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REPORT 


T, ExczLLENCY, E. M. PEASE, 
Governor of the State of Texas 77 


Th» undersigned, appointed by your Excellency as Trustees 
nder an act entitled “An Act for the establishment of au 
Institution for the education of the Deaf and Dumb of the 
Sate of Texas," beg leave to present their first annual Report 
the condition and prospects of the Institution, as required 
le said Act. - 

The Trustees were conscious of the difficulties incident tn 
Pis undertaking, and fully impressed with the belief that the 
w'mate success and future usefulness of the Institution 
wuld depend, in a great degree, upon the incipient steps 
ten for its establishment, and the careful selection of those 
wa should be appointed its immediate officers. They were, 
terefore, unwilling to rely wholly on their own unaided 
mdgment, in a matter so entirely new and unfamiliar to them, 
al resolved to avail themselves, as far as possible, of the 
experience of those conversant with institutions of this kind. 
vd to geck their advice and direction as to the means and 
unsutes best adapted to secure the establishment of the Texas 
Lutitution on a firm and permanent basis, 

Knowing that this, and the kindied philanthropic aud. be- 
wsulent institutions of this Stateswere objects of deep and 
ibiding interest with your Excellency, the Trustees were con- 
tut that this course would meet your approval, and that 
wey should thus be better able to carry out the beneficent 
'sentions of the Legislature, and to satisfy the just expecta- 
D of the publie in the discharge of the duties of thei 
dus 
. Un the 15th of September, 1858, the Trustees met, and 
("nued by the appointment of Hon. WiLLiAM E, JONES, 


i D net 
i^ Qusident, and the Hon. Tuomas GREEN, as Secretary, In 
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pursuance of the views above expressed, they authorize] y. 
Meeretury to open a correspondence with the officers of vai ~ 
Institutions for the Deaf and Dumb in other States, ask... 
for such suggestions and advice as they might be able ej 
willing to give, and for reports and printed id 'ecuments, whi.) 
might be of use to the Trustees in developing their pias 
Tae Trustees avail themselves of this opportunity to acknos!- 
edge their indebtedness for valuable and interesting lettas; | 
documents, to the following gentlemen, who, promptly «| 
with great kindness, responded to their call, viz: Me LYM 
Jacobs, Principal of the Kentucky Institution—Rey, Wm, H 
Turner, Principal of the American Asylum, Hartford, Cx 
necticut—H. P. Peet, LL. D., President of the New Yur 
Tastitution—Rer. A. B. Hutton, Principal of the Pennsylvi- 
nia Institution, and Louis H. Jenkins, a Professor in the I 
nois Institution, The Trustees also take pleasure in acknowl- 
edging the receipt of reports from the Institutions in La 
jana, Illinois, lowa and Obio The communication of Dr, 
Peet, whose long experience and great success in the curs: 
ot deaf-mute instruction, gave to his opiniunsand suggestiors 
great weight and influence with the Trustees, led to a stil 
further correspondence, which ultimately resulted in the che. 
tion of Mr. J. Vax Nostranp, of New York, to the office f 
Principal of the Texas Institution, and his acceptance of the 
appointment; and we congratulate ourselves, and the put! 
at large, on our good fortune in securing the services of M. 
Vax NosrRAND. We have found him a gentleman eminen'ly 
qualified for that responsible position from his educati, 
integrity, amd long experience in the profession, and we shall 
consider our Institution extremely fortunate should we be ai: 
to retain him as Principal and Superintendent, We are sat- 
isfied that under his management and control, the Legislature 
cannot fail to realize for the Institution, its most sangw’s 
hopes. 

Pending this correspondence, the "Trustees determined ta 
the Institution should be opened for the ieception of pss 
on the first day of January, 1957 ; and that the school should 
then go into operation. They, therefore, authorized Mr. Ms- 
thew Clark, himself a deaf-mute, and formerly a pupil of t£ 
New York Institution, to visit some of the neighboring coue- 
ties, for the purpose of informing the paients of the deaf! 
dumb, whom he might find, of the benevolent provision me’ 
by the Legislature for this class of persons, and to set A 
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he advantages to be derived from senci is thei: chidren to be 
dicaled in the Institution. , 

The Trustees also addressed a cheular ktter to the Chict 
hnst'ces of all the counties of the State, tosalicht their “ assist- 
mee m procuring the. necessary information for carecet and 
Meient action? They were requested to furnish all the 
sformation which could be collected, 1e-pecting the deal gul 
hmb m their various counties, aud personally to nse their 
aduence in persuading the parents and guardians of deaf-nite 
hildron, where any should be found, to send them to the Insi- 
nion for education. “In this way, the Tiustees hoped, at 
mee, to bring the benefits and privileges of the Institution to 
he knowledge and within. the reach of all for whom it wes 
lesisued : 

On the second of January, the school was commenced with 
hree pupils, who were placed temporarily under the charge of 
Mr, Clark, the deaf-mute already mentioned as having been 
mployed by the Tiustees, and who had been activein various 
ways in promoting the interests of the Institution. For the 
xeommoda£ion of the pupils and inmates, the premises now 
xeupied, the most commodious that could then be had, were 
rented for the term'of one year, The necessary supervision of 
the Institution, until a Principal should be elected and arrive, 
was entrusted to a committee of the Trustees, consisting of 
Dr, James M. Litten and Mr, Francis T. Dufau. Mrs. Josu- 
phine Snyder was placed in charge of the domestic depart- 
ment as Matron; and the Trustees take pleasure in testifying 
à the energy and faithfulness with which she has discharged 
her arduous duties, and to the peculiar qualifications which 
she has shown for the office. 


During the first three months, the number of pupils 
increased to eight, and the present number, at the close of the 
yer, ds will appear from the accompanying catalogue, is 
deven, Letters have been received from the parents of several 
others, making inquiries respecting the provisions of the law, 
end it is expected that there will soon be an accession of sev- 
s more to the number of our pupils. The Tiustees feol 
that this is an auspicious beginning. Few lustitutions can 
show so rapid an increase in numbers during the first year, 
especially when the vast extent of the State, and difficultics 
af communication from one part to the other, are taken into 
cansideration ; and it affords the pleasiue evidence that the 
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benevolent intentions of the Legislature towards this class d 
the State's children, are duly appreciated by the people, 

All benevelent undertakings are, in the outset, moreorles, 
experimental Of their nltimate necessity there may bew 
doubt; but whether that necessity has yet arisen may admit 
of question, and be subjected to the test of experiment, Fiom 
the smallness of the sum appropriated by the last Legislature 
for this Institution, the Trustees are induced to believe that it 
Wao considered, in some measne, in this light, Tso, it may 
he deemed conclusive, for its success, thus far, has been meath 
bevond the most sanguine anticipations of the Trustees. The 
mutaber of pupils has been sufficient to afford an opportunity 
fi a demonstiation of the importance and practicability of the 
exturprise, and the information elicited warrants the coneh- 
sion, that the time has arrived for the permanent estabheh- 
uent of an Institution in this State. The rapid improvement 
cf the pupils in the acquisition of written language ; their 
eneiftl, happy faces, lighted up with a smile of intelligents 
where, so recently, was only the expression of ignorance, ora 
d ubt; their improved deportment, exhibit d in their gentle 
and kind conduct to each other, and their politeness to strum 
evs; all thee, and many other evidences, show, that, even 
now, in the very inception of the undertaking, so difficult in 
itself and se doubtful to many, we are beginning to reap the 
Leaefits, Ii there were, in all the State, no more deaf ant 
dumb persons than these now assembled in the Institution, 
and under its fostering care, it would he an object worthy th 
f+ neficence of the State to rescue them from ignorance: to 
pour into their minds the light of knowledge, the truths of 
seicnce and religion, and to prepare hem for the enjoyment d 
social life. 

We are aware. from the personal interest which your Eyed- 
l ney has felt in this uwdertaking from the beginniug, and to 
which we are indebted for much valuable advice and cows, 
that these facts, so minutely related in detail, are perfectly 
familiar to yourinind. But we desire to place on record, for 
future use and reference, a concise account of tho commence 
ment and early history of an Institution whith they confidat. 
ly kope is destined to become the pride and boast of the State 
The importance of this department of public education issu- 
ciently shown by the fact, that, although but forty vos har: 
Clapsed since the fist Institution for the education of th 
Deaf ind Dumb, in this country, was established at Hartford, 
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Connectient, there are now similar Institutions in seventeen 
yf the States, and some of them are among the largest and 
most sucaessful in the world. It*is alike the dictate of bu- 
minity and a wise policy, which have led to the carly estab- 
lishment of an Institution in this State, that it may grow with 
us growth, and keep pace with the demands of a rapidly 
jnceasing popidation, 

From the aceompanying account óf the expenditures for the 
year endiag the first day of October, 1857, it will be scen that 
the whole amount drawn from the State Treasury on aceount 
of the Institution, up to that date, is five thousand, five hun- 
deed and seventy-nine dollars and two cents Deducting from 
this sum total four hundred and sixty-five dolls and sixty- 
four cents, for groceries just purchased and on haud—one hun- 
died and twelve dollars and fifty cents, for one quarter's-tent, 
pul in advanec—and two hundred and ten dollars cash on 
haad and carried to new acconnt—it will leave four thousand 
sven hundred and ninety dollars and eighty-eiyht cents, as 
the actual cost of maintaining the Institution up to the pres- 
cat time, 

This result was only attained by the strictest economy con- 
sisbent with the health and comfort of the pupils, and we con- 
gratulate ourselves on having kept the expenditures within the 
limits of the appropriation, notwithstanding the extraordi- 
nuy prices of all the necessities of life, owing to those de- 
prssing circumstances under which the country has been saf- 
tying, It should also be borne in mind that the cost of 
| müntaining an Institution during the first few years of its 

existence, is greater,in proportion to the number of itsinmates, 
than subsequently, shed the details of management are 
reduced to system, and the first outlay for furniture and out- 
| fit has been made. 
ln view of the probable incicase in the number of pupils 
(wing the next year, it may be necessary that a larger appro- 
puation should ba made by the Legislature. It is the earn- 
tb desire of ‘tha Tiustees that the Texas Institution should 
be second to none in respect to its organization and appoint- 
ments, and that the corps of instruotors should be filled, as 
ocasion requires, with gentlemen of skill and experience in 
he profession, that, if possible, we may avoid what has too 
Wien heen the fate of similar institutions=-the years of strug- 
sitos infancy and doubtful success. ` 
Tho Trustees dosire to express a grateful sense of the pro- 
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tectinz care of a kind Providence in preserving the health f 
the pupils There has been no case of serious illness, aul 
s.arcely any of those little ailinents which dre usually to be 
expected in large families. 

To the Editors of the Southern Intclligeiteev, the State Ge- 
notte, the Texas Sentinel and the Galveston Weebly News, we 
tender our thanks fo: their liberality and courtesy in sup] je. 
ing the Institution with their respeetive papers, and for de 
kindness in publishiug frequent notices of the Institution, e 
which means the fact of its existence has been made know 
in distant parts of the State. 

It Las bxen remarked in the forme: part of this report, tha: 
the premises now occupied were rented for the term of om 
year, It will be nevessary to renew this contract for another 
term, but the Trustees feel that they cannot ioo strongly 
urge the importance of providing, as speedily as possible, tur 
the future accommodation of the Institution by the purchas 
of a proper site, aud the erection of suitable buildings, Bis 
evidently inexpedient to expend money upon property which 
is held only by the tenure of a lease, but a very small aces- 
sion to the number of our pupils would render necessary sone 
alterations in order to provide room fur their reception. Show 
the property be sold, and the Institution be compelled to re- 
nove to some other location, it would piove a serious injuy 
to our interests; but should it be purchased by the Stew, 
alterations and additions might be made to fit the present 
buildings for the purposes of the Institution, until a suitable 
structure could be erected, and subsequently, they might be 
appropriated to other uses, such as shops, storehonses, du, 
The Trustees woul not be understood, however, as definitely 
recommending the purchase, but only as urging the necessity 
of immediate action. - 

The Trustees cannot conclude this communication without 
congratulating your Excellency on having distinguished you 
administration by the establishment of so many of these ht- 
mane Institutions. And if the bright and glowing anticipa- 
tions, with which we nre accustomed to regard the future d 
Texas, are to be realized; if all her vast extént is ultimatey 
to be intersected, in every direction, by railroads, affording 
facilities foy travel and transportation; if her hills and her 
prairies are to be covered with the products of both tempert 
and tropical regions; if her mineral resources are to be devel 
oped ; in short, if prosperity is to attend her, and wealth an 
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abundance be pomed into her lap—elevating her to an im- 
portant rank among the States of the Unionand the nations 
of the world—-we doubt not that it will be her policy and her 
glory, *o foster and cherish them with a liberal hand; for, to 
the credit of ‘human nature, it may be said, that the univer- 
sal heart of humanity beats responsive to the claims of mis- 
fortune, 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
ee n "WA EL J ONES, 
J. M. LITTEN, 
THOMAS GREEN, 
FRANCIS T. DUFFAU, 
JOHN B. COSTA, 


. ADMISSION OF PUPILS. 


à 

I. All the Deaf and Dumb of the State, between the ages 
cf ten and thirty years, are entitled to an education in this 
Institution, free of charge, for board and tuition. Person 
desirous of placing & pupil in the Institution should address 
the Prineipal, informing him of the name, age and. residence 
of the applicant, and the cause, if known, of deafness, Ap- 
plications in behalf of persons of more or less than theiequr- 
ed age, will be considered by the Trustees and decided upon 
the circumstances of each case, 

IT. The length of the course of study will be such as to 
atfurd to all diligent pupils, possessing ordinary mental capati- 
ties, an opportunity of acquiring a good and substantial edu- 
cation, fitting them, as far as practicable, for the ordinaryayo- 
avocutions of life, This will generally require seven years, 

HI. Parents and guardians are required to furnish annual- 
lv, to each pupil the following clothing, viz: 

For males, two woolen coats, two thin do.; two thick vests, 
two thin do,; two pairs woolen and three pairs thin pauta- 
Tons; six shirts, six pairs socks,and thtee pairs shoesor boots, 
two hats or caps, and one palm leaf or straw hat, two tine 
combs, and two pairs wooden combs, two pairs suspenders, 
four pocket handkerchiefs and three cravats, 

For females, four calico dresses and one white do.; one 
bonnet and one sun bonnet, three changes of under clothing, 
five pairs stockings, three pairs bootees, one pairslippers, twv 
night caps, two night gowns, four pocket handkerchiefs, ont 
shawl, three hair combs and one coarse and twofine combs 

Lhe clothing should all be legibly marked with indelible 
iak. Each pupil should have a trunk. 

IV. The government of the Institution will be paternal, 
and the most careful attention will be bestowed on the health 
end comfort of the pupils. i 

Y. All letters should he addressed to J. Van Nostrand, 
Principal, Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, Austin Texas 
Letters for pupils should also be addressed to the Instituta 
for the Deaf and Dumb. 
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! me MEALOG UR OP PUPTLS IN THE TEXAS INSTITUTION OF THE DEAT AND DUMB, OCT. 1, 1857.; 


A 


A AAA "tat 


NAMES. TOWNS. ` ` ! COUNTIES, RRE 
STEPHEN “ronson, - - - ‘Madisonville, - Madison, {January 2nd, 1857. 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN Danny, - - ¡Plum Grove, - Fayette, 2 s Be nl 
dog Maxey BLACK, - = - - Anderson, - ‘Grimes, | Ge SS | 
ARCHIBALD ÜOXNER, - -= - ~ Waxahatchie - Tillis, S 5th, “ 
James M. MoOnumE, - = - - ~ Plum Grove, - (Fayette, February 27th, “ 
WILLIAM ‘| ROMAS BOWLES, - - >- [Bold Spring, - [Hill March 22nd, “ 
ZacAntAm BOWLES, CUL re ME bat de - GO f o jer. d 
WILLIAM ADOLPHUS Guprox, b d Milford, - illis, June 22nd, * 
JoserH GATEWOOD CARMACK, “= Stophensyille, - jErath, (July 13th, “ 
WILLIAM JARVIS GREENWOOD, -= Anderson, - Grimes, ¡August 29th, eck 
“Mary Jann McCracken, - «= ‘Fort Worth, - arrant, ¡March 16th, “ | 
au Lewis, - - 4 - e ‘a Grange, =~ fayette, M May 18th, “4 
RECAPITULATION: 
Males, - - “ - - - - - - 10 
Females, =- = = = = = = = - c 2 
Total, ' S a Se " : E " . 12 i 
Returned home, - - - - ~ - - - 1 
: n | 
Remainder,  - - - E - - - - - 11 
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* Ba] © «TD Green, post’gestm’s “ 1 4/48 
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304 “ “SK Jennings, 1qr. rt. ad, ‘ 
30,4 €  * Mrs Robertson, board pu: 4 | 
* bon “ «S, M Swenson, fur. & pro. * 
Fhmmg, 2 “ “SK Jennings, firewood, * 
LG | e uu k ; e ] 2000 
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| li 11250 
| 


| T, ** hire negro gl, 
WË 23 o "AL Clark, expenses, x: 


Mich [5j “ “BRK Jennings, hiofnero, “ t| 2000 
FER 24% * "TA Clark, Iqr.salary, — ", 1) 16250 
> 34 “- “Food & Finmn, punt, cir. ed I 450 
s 3,47 “ “SK Jennings} qr. rt. ad. el 1 112 50 
EC: ^ ie ail wood “| 1 39:00 
" d * € "DO Freeman, plowing “ d 29 00 
131 “ CN M Swenson. prov. &fur. “4 11 33330 
* pil * C«DLOros&Co.meatbill' 1| 21/68 
* — 415,4 © “Mrs, Snyder, acct. salary “41 2500 
" B4 € “E T Dut, stationery, * 1|. 3355 
ine 11 mz "4. Van Nostrand, trav.ex. “, 1) 107/00 


* 719) “ *J.M.Litten, med. attan “1 3450 
E 23" © "J.G.Swisher, ferriage, dc, “| 1; 4000 


2 AGO "er OND ark salary, “| 1i. 16250 

July 1, * cash toJ. Van Nostrand, salary “ 2 32131 
z ji “ “Mis, Snyder, salary, mz 15500 
S j 4 © “Wm. Rust, servant hire, “| A 129, 


Ki 


5, KRK. Jennings, rent, s 541250 
« € “DL Cross & Co. meat bl, “| o 46,43 
“Loomis Co, earptwr'k Y 1] 3243 


i 


2 ` ` U 
di e € ER M. Swenson, prov. do, 8 439 65 
Dier | 6 4€. ne * FT Duffau, sta’n’ry, ete. | D 575,63 


X 
TC LO Qo DO rn p 
an 
e 
T 
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$ Cd & *Sampson& Henrieks* ` *411| 101184 
“ | 6) © “J, Van Nostrand, salary, “12 375; 
a 6,! tt s “TL Clark, « «135 162150 
ye 6, 4 € “Mrs. Jo. Snyder, “ "léi 90 
* 16/4 « “SK. Jennings, rentin ad, 15 11250 
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1856. | | | E 
o $ | iz “Wi, Rust, servant hire, “IG| 840 
« 6, er du u Sundries, acct., J. M. “17 165,62 
ei 6|* op Neichmann, wages, “18 22'30 
T | Ging je “D, Van Nostrand, books, “19| 2312 

D 6|«* em *«D.L.Oross & Co. meat bl«90| 5439 
es Gurt e «Y, Schmitz, bedding ete, “21 WE 

T Gin i “on hand for sundries, 00 s 
PN ] i MM ee, 5,575) n 


Se ZE EE E, 
The undersigned have examined the above account and fin fm 
it correct. 
J. M. LITTEN, 
FRAS. T. DUFFAT. 
Y oucher No. 1, is the statement furnished from the Comp- 
troller’s department of expenditures to July 1, 1857, wien 
the Principal became the disbursing officer of the Institution, 


